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Kababayan Spotlight:Acetrife 

Personal, Raw In Your Face- Visual Edgy Magicf 

By Anne Claire Danan 

Photos by Jeff Cruz 

Astonishment is the feel

ing that one gets after seeing 

close up illusionist, Acetrife, 
perform a feat of magic. 

Born and raised in Cal

gary, 20-year-old, Matthew 
Reyes Antolin (aka Acetrife 

to his fans) never thought 
he'd be a magician. 

Growing up he says, "At 

first 1 was interested in law. 

My grandpa was a retired 
Criminal Lawyer, so whenev

er he would give me advice, 

1 would listen and absorb." 

Acetrife and his grandpa are 
very close. His grandpa is 

one of the most influential 

people in his life. However, 

Acetrife didn't see his grand
pa's profession in his future. 

Little did he know he'd be 

inspired by watching famous 

magician, David Blaine's TV 

special, 'Street Magic.' After 

repeatedly watching it, he 
recalls, "I started to under

stand what magic was really 

about. It was about creating 

a sense of happiness through 
an unforgettable experience. 

As a performer, I've grown 
in my own outlook on this. 

My goal now is developing a 
relationship by being myself 

in my performance. 1 don't 

try to fool people by having 

a different persona. People 

in our world are craving for 
happiness and authenticity 

in their relationships." 
As a self-taught magician, 

he believes magic is 60 per 

cent connecting with his 
audience by building a re

lationship, and 40 per cent 

sleight of hand. He owes his 
dexterity to having played 

the piano for five years prior 

to becoming a magician. 
His charm is what com

pletes his magical illusions. 

Meeting him for the first 

time is like hanging out 
with an old friend who you 

haven't seen in awhile and 

has the habit of surprising 
you with a big smile. 

His personable and out

going character makes the 

audience feel they can trust 
him. But he recalls differ

ently, "The funny thing is, 

before 1 started magic, 1 

was the shy, but very expres

sive individual inside. Magic 

showed me a way to become 
more extroverted." 

At the age of 16, Acetrife 

started to take his magic 
skills more seriously. A way 

to get over his shyness, and 
to test his magical technique, 

he'd perform at school for 
his peers, or on the Calgary 

Transit, for strangers. 

The excitement he got 

from them motivated him to 
go out and perform more. He 

enjoyed it so much that he'd 

take transit, with nowhere to 
go, to solely share his magic. 

This is where his long time 
acquaintance, Eric Fairlie, 

discovered Acetrife's talent 
and immediately invited him 

to audition for his entertain

ment company. 
Acetrife was initially skep

tical about being offered a 

job as a magician, but he im
mediately accepted the audi

tion and wowed Fairlie with 

his strong, visual, yet simple 

magic. He also remembers 
how Fairlie was at a loss 

for words. Acetrife says, 

"He couldn't believe he was 
fooled because he was versed 

in sleight of hand." 

Since Acetrife wanted to 

follow his dreams of becom

ing a magician, he decided to 
create a stage name like no 
other. (continued on page 6) 
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Acetrife's stage name 

holds the symbolic meaning 
of "the struggle for perfec

tion." It is the fusion of the 

words "Ace" (perfection) 
and "strife" (struggle and 

hardship). The name was 

inspired by mysterious Final 

Fantasy 7 character, Cloud 
Strife, who must overcome 

incredible odds. The Ace of 
hearts is also Acetrife's fa

vourite card. 

Now on board with Fairlie's 

Quicksilver Entertainment, 
Acetrife was introduced to 

an entirely new community 

of magic. He started to meet 
some of the best magicians 

in North America, including 

Las Vegas magicians: Ace
trife says, "Through time they 

became mentors by guiding 

me and acting as a spectator 
whenever 1 would try effects." 

Other supporters in his 

life are his mom, dad and 

two brothers. He says, "My 

Acetrife performs an illusion at Halo Restaurant and Lounge. 

mom and dad also wanted 

me to get a degree in school. 

1 respect that because educa
tion is important." Acetrife 

is currently at Mount Royal 

University studying busi

ness and he plans to major in 

marketing. 
Acetrife has a growing fan 

base. He can be found on so

cial networks such as Face

book, Twitter, and YouTube. 
But even with his growing 

popularity, he manages to 

stay down-to-earth. He owes 

a lot of that to his parents in
stilling him with the proper 

morals and values. 

"Modesty is key," he says. 

"I'm not a fan of putting 

myself out there just for 

the sake of showing off. I'd 

rather be introduced as a 
person as opposed to a ma

gician." He considers magic 

a part of what he does, but it 
isn't completely what he's all 
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Acetrife showing thefork that he bent with his mind. 

about . He adds with a laugh, 

"I sometimes meet fans at 
the mall, who ask me 'Are 

you Acetrife?' Three weeks 

ago while waiting at a red 

light, 1 had a guy run out of 
his car just to say 'hi! '" 

Acetrife performs regularly 
in Calgary and around West

ern Canada. He is involved 

in several top secret projects 

that are groundbreaking for 
his industry, so stay tuned, as 

he moves towards his dream 

of performing globally. 

His next major public per
formance is at the Smash for 

a Cure BBQ fundraiser in 
support of Juvenile Diabe

tes on June 26. Gate admis

sion is free and details can be 

found on www.smashfora-

cure.com. 
If you would like to request 

Acetrife at your next function, 

please calI1-877-780-SHOW 
or email info@acetrife.com. 

Be sure to also visit www.ac

etrife.com and become a fan 

on Facebook! 


